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Salvarsannatrium.— Wechselmann ( Milnchen. med. Wchnsckr., 1915, 
Ixii, 177) publishes his experiences with about twelve thousand injec¬ 
tions of Ehrlich’s newest preparation, salvarsannatrium or salvarsan- 
sodium. This substance possesses all the advantages of salvarsan and 
neosalvarsan. It is very soluble in water and on exposure to air rapidly 
becomes toxic. Wechselmann has used the new preparation in doses 
of 0.3 to 0.45 gm. and has had no reactions following its use in ambula¬ 
tory and hospital patients. Only twice has he noted morbilliform 
eruptions. Such doses may be given twice a week and in recent cases, 
after total dosage of 4 to 6 gm., the clinical symptoms have prac¬ 
tically always cleared up, Wassermann reaction has become negative 
in the serum, and in about 93 per cent, of the cases, the spinal fluid 
has become negative. The method which Wechselmann has used in 
giving salvarsannatrium is as follows: The drug is dissolved in 0.4 
per cent, sodium chloride solution in proportion of 1 to 100. The salt 
solution must be prepared from freshly distilled water and chemically 
pure sodium chloride and is sterilized by boiling in Erlenmeyer flasks. 
The drug is not added till the solution has cooled. The solution is 
then filtered through absorbent cotton (Verbandwatte) which has been 
sterilized by boiling in 0.4 per cent, sodium chloride solution. The 
flasks, etc., are sterilized by heating to 120° C. In a vast majority 
of cases, the author has given the drug intravenously. 


On the Treatment of Typhoid Fever with Typhoid Vaccine.—II. 

Eggreth {Wien. klin. Wchnschr., 1915, xxviii, 209) reports the results 
of forty-eight cases of typhoid fever treated with BesrMka’s typhoid 
vaccine, given according to the method of Kraus. First, a subcutaneous 
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injection of vaccine was given. Only a slight local reaction was ob¬ 
tained. Then 0.5 to 1 c.c. of vaccine was given intravenously. Each 
of the forty-eight patients received only one injection. In thirty-eight 
cases the result was striking, in eight there was little effect; two patients 
died. In the thirty-eight cases, the injection was followed almost 
immediately by slight chill and rise of temperature of 1° to 1|° C. 
The temperature remained at this higher level, to fall by crisis to 
normal after six to ten hours. Often there was marked sweating with 
the crisis. There was never any evidence of cardiac collapse; occasion¬ 
ally there was nausea. In addition to the fall in temperature, there 
was often improvement in the cerebral symptoms, such as headache, 
vertigo, stupor, etc. In general, it seemed that the patients who were 
treated in the first and second weeks of the disease and in whom there 
were no complications, reacted best. Thirty-four of the thirty-eight 
cases remained afebrile. In one case, the temperature rose the day 
after the crisis. In the remaining three cases, the temperature rose 
on the twelfth, fourteenth and sixteenth day, due to parotitis, osteo- 
periosteitis and endocarditis respectively; all recovered. The second 
group of eight cases consisted of patients in the fourth and fifth week 
of typhoid who were suffering with bronchitis, broncho- or pleuro¬ 
pneumonia. In these there was no critical fall of temperature. All 
of them recovered, however. In the two fatal cases, death followed 
about three hours after the intravenous injection. One patient was 
dyspneic, cyanotic and had rales and dulness in the left back. Autopsy 
showed, in addition to the usual changes of typhoid fever, a beginning 
pneumonia, some clear fluid in the pericardium, etc. In the second 
case, the patient was anemic and fresh blood was found in the ileum. 
The patients were treated in a military reserve hospital. The diagnosis 
was confirmed in all cases by positive Widal and diazo reactions. Blood 
cultures apparently could not be made. 


On a New Method of Treatment of Tuberculous Meningitis.— 

J. Bacigalupo ( Munclien. med. Wchnschr., 1915, lxii, 222) reports his 
observation in three cases of tuberculous meningitis in children, who 
were treated with old tuberculin intradurally. In the first case treated, 
the child had general miliary tuberculosis; there was some betterment 
of nervous symptoms following the injection, but three days later the 
child died. In two other cases, in which the diagnosis was confirmed 
by the finding of tubercle bacilli in the spinal fluid, complete recovery 
followed within twenty days after three and two injections, respectively. 
In all the cases following the injection, instead of the expected rise, 
there was a fall of about 1° C. in temperature. The author suggests 
an initial dose of 1 mg. old tuberculin. As a vehicle for the tuberculin, 
he recommends cerebrospinal fluid. Details of the cases are not given. 
This is unfortunate since the results which the author claims for his 
treatment are so important that full records of his observations would 
seem to be desirable. (The briefness of the present report in spite of 
the favorable results’rcported would seem to make it advisable to 
proceed with extreme caution before repeating this work. The number 
of observations which the author reports is too small to have deter¬ 
mined the safety of the treatment or the dosage of tuberculin, it would 
seem.) 



